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4.    Whipping and long drawn out trials:

MR. J. MAXTOR, M.P.

I had a letter from a friend last week telling me
of a boy, fifteen years of age who had been whipped
because he had taken part in pickettiiig in connection
with, tlie^on-co-operation Movement. Is it necessary for
the maintenance of the dignity of the British Raj pub-
licly : j whii"; The tare bodies of boys of fifteen ? Before
I earns to :he Kc::s3 01 Commons I was a teacher, and
I know the.: th^t sort of tiling is not necessary or desi-
rable. I would suggest that, even if we accept the
general policy of the mailed fist as natural for this
Government, it is not necessary to carry it to the
extent of barbarism. If these things are necessary, it
is only another argument against our being there
at all.

THE MEERUT TRIAL

But my main interest is with the small minority
in India engaged in the working class struggle against
economic dependence, that section in India who do
not believe that Indian self-government will abolish
poverty among the Indian people, and who are prepared
to admit that wealthy Indians and potentates might
be more tyrannical than the British Government, I am
concerned with the section of the Indian people who
recognise that they have to develop a working-class
movement prepared to fight against economic tyranny,